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Check out this website for some  
fun summer learning ideas 

 

  www.readwritethink.org 

Small Moments 
 
Zoom in on small moments and 
capture them through your 
writing.  Include drawings or 
photos to illustrate your 
story.  Collect your small moment 
work in a summer portfolio or 
journal.   

Health and Nutrition 

Consider giving your child some responsibility 
for family cooking.  Preparing even part of the 
family meal will help children better appreciate 
the time and effort parents go through to 
prepare meals! Encourage your child to do 
some research on healthy items they might 
prepare for the whole family. Cookbooks can 
be a fun thing to read, and cooking is a valuable 
skill they will use for their whole life. In 
summer there are lots of fruits and vegetables 
available: you might even want to check out the 
Saturday Farmer’s Market at Rock Creek 
Elementary to pick out some fresh produce 
grown locally!  

June 15 – September 28 
Rock Creek Elementary  

Saturdays 9:00 am —2:00 pm 

Questions/Comments? 
 

Tahoma  
Teaching and Learning 

 

 425-413-3400 
 

See other editions of  
Learning Connections at 

www.tahomasd.us 

A fun word activity 
for parents and 
kids. 
 
Choose a word 
from the 
vocabulary word 
jar and have a 
contest to see who 
can use the word in 
context throughout 
the day the most.  
 
Check out these grade level vocabulary 
lists for help in getting a list of words.     

Create a Summer Bucket List 

Have some fun with your child—
create a bucket list of things that 
you’d like to do this summer and 
check off the things you do across 
the summer.  Invite your child to 
keep a journal or log, take pictures, 
or simply enjoy the moments 
together!  Perhaps you have a family 
bucket list where everyone in the 
family gets to list things they’d like to 
do this summer, number your ideas 
and then roll the dice each week to 
help identify things that are selected 
from the list for that week.   
 
Have your child classify the ideas on 
the list—easy to do, a little 
challenging, moderately difficult, very 
challenging, crazy difficult.  Create 
your own classification scheme.  Another idea is to have your child do 
some research to see what it would take to accomplish some of the more 
challenging ideas on the bucket list.  Identifying criteria for what’s realistic 
is all part of learning and can be a fun activity. 

http://www.readwritethink.org/
https://www.tahomasd.us/
https://www.flocabulary.com/wordlists/
https://www.flocabulary.com/wordlists/


IN THE COMMUNITY 
 Look Up! Stories in the Sky 

Monday, July 8, 2019 (7:00PM – 8:00PM) Issaquah Library. All ages. 

Hear stories and  music about the constellations, moon and planets. 

 

 Planetarium Shows 

Registration begins July 9, 10am. Monday, July 22, 2019 (1:00PM 

– 1:45PM or 2:00PM – 2:45PM or 3:30PM – 3:45PM). Maple Valley 

Library. Ages 5 to 12. Explore the universe, identify constellations and 

learn astronomy terms at this night sky show held in a portable 

planetarium.  

 

 The Jammin' on Jupiter Show 

Tuesday, July 9, 2019 (2:00PM – 3:00PM)  Enumclaw Library. All 

ages. Sing, dance and laugh with the band as they blast off to the 

moon! Explore strange new worlds and meet a few hilarious aliens. 

 

 Kids SummerStage 

Wednesday, July 10, 2019 (12:00PM - 1:00PM). Les Gove Park in 

Auburn. ***In the event of rain, location will move to the Auburn 

Community & Event Center. An exciting children's outdoor concert 

series that includes music, live animals, magic and LOADS of fun! 

Spray park and playground close by. 2019 Line-up: 

July 10 - Reptile Isle   July 17 - The Magic of 

Jeff Evans 

July 24 - Recess Monkey  July 31 - Ruth & Emilia 

August 7 - Charlie 'The Noiseguy' Williams August 14 - Joanie Leeds 

 

 Kids' Free Dance Classes 

Thursday, July 11 and August 8, 2019 (6:30PM–7:30PM) Tacoma Art 

Museum. On the second Thursday of each month, Kara O’Toole will 

guide participants through dance phrases and relate movement to 

works of art. Plan to stay for the hour and wear comfortable clothes 

and shoes/socks you can move in. All ages and experience levels are 

welcome. Children under the age of 8 must be accompanied by a 

participating guardian. If you have any questions, contact T.U.P.A.C.: 

(253) 327-1873  

 

 Star Wars Yoda and Friends 

Saturday, July 13, 2019 (11:00AM – 12:00PM). Enumclaw Library. 

Ages 2 to 7 with adult. Learn about flying through space and make 

friends with Yoda and his friends Luke and Leia. Construct your own 

origami Yoda.  

 

 Mars Rover Races Science Workshop 

Registration required beginning July 11 Thursday, July 25, 2019 

(2 or 3:00PM – 3:45PM). Covington Library. Ages 8 to 11. Practice 

writing and interpreting “unplugged” simple coding to help a “human 

rover” travel through an obstacle course. Space is limited. 

 

 Coding Our Future Science Workshop 

Registration begins July 15. Wednesday, August 14, 2019 (3:00PM 

– 4:00PM). Renton Library. Ages 8 to 11. Learn to program an Ozobot 

Reading Incentives 
There are a number of free summer reading incentive programs 
sponsored by publishers and booksellers.  
 

Barnes and Noble’s Summer Reading Triathlon  program also 
includes a free book for reading 8 books.  
 
Scholastic Summer Challenge   Can you help set a new wor ld 
record for summer reading? Log your reading minutes & enter 
sweepstakes. Reach the weekly reading goal and win digital prizes. 
 
Half Price Books  Students can earn Bookworm Bucks! 

Students not yet reading at grade level in the Reading 
Assistance Program (RAP) and Special Education 
students in grades K-5 are participating in a summer book 
club.   
 

 Just before school ends, students selected 10 high 
interest books and magazines at their independent 
reading level.   

 

 Parents are asked to ensure their child reads daily 
during summer using information sent home with the 
reading materials.  Books are returned at the end of 
the summer. 

Summer Book Club (Grades K-5) 

Raz-Kids (Grades K-3) 

Keyboarding (Grades 2-5) 

Raz-Kids is a wonderful world of leveled 
books that helps students improve their 
reading skills as they listen to books read for modeled 
fluency. Then, students can read the book to themselves or 
aloud for practice. Finally, they complete quizzes to check 

for understanding. Many of our students have been 
accessing this resource throughout the year. Students 
access their account by going to www.raz-kids.com and 
logging in with their teacher’s username and their 
computer password. If your child has forgotten their 
username or password, contact Teaching and Learning 
(425-413-3400). You can access our online information 
page for details.    

Keyboarding is an important 21st century 
skill, and one students get proficient at 
through practice. Type to Learn 4 is the 
software we use with students. Students use their school 
computer username and password to login.  You can 
download this program at home or use a free online site 
such as www.typingclub.com. If your child has forgotten 
their username or password, contact Teaching and 
Learning (425-413-3400). You can access our online 
information page for details.  

Tahoma students grades 3-5, have access to 
ReadyTest A-Z, a wonderful world of fiction 
and nonfiction texts. ReadyTest delivers effective ELA 
practice that is rigorous and similar to the new state 
assessments. Students access their account by going to 
www.kidsa-z.com and logging in with their teacher’s 
username and their computer password. If your child has 
forgotten their username or password, contact Teaching 
and Learning (425-413-3400).  

Ready Test (Grades 3-5) 

https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5c648521b322a4350027b2b1
https://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/event/t-u-p-a-c-dance-in-the-museum/all/
https://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/event/t-u-p-a-c-dance-in-the-museum/all/
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5c60ac8db322a4350026f49d
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5c40dbdbd16f613400ff68a3
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/summer-reading/379003570/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/container/stores.asp?PID=43671
http://www.scholastic.com/summer/
https://www.halfpricebooks.com/fyb/
https://www.raz-kids.com/
http://tahomasd.ss19.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalId=168645&pageId=497008
http://tahomasd.ss19.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalId=168645&pageId=497008
http://www.typingclub.com/
http://tahomasd.ss19.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalId=168645&pageId=497008
http://tahomasd.ss19.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalId=168645&pageId=497008
https://www.kidsa-z.com/main/Login


Invite your child to write every day.  We get better at 
what we practice!  This can be a fun activity, especially 
if your child can share their writing and thinking with 
others. See if any of these writing prompts spark an 
interest for your child.  
 

 Write an imaginary story about finding a magic 
seashell on the beach. 

 Imagine opening your own amusement park.  Draw 
a park map and describe your favorite ride. 

 I was walking in the park with my friends, when all 
of a sudden… 

 Write a story titled “The Sand Castle Contest” 

 This year, I am proudest of how much I learned 
about… 

 Would you rather sleep in a tree house, a hotel 
room, or a tent under the stars?  Explain. 

 One thing I can’t wait to do this summer is… 

 Choose three words to describe the kind of friend 
you are.  Explain your choices. 

Writing Prompts 
Design Challenge—Create a life  
jacket for a plastic action figure 

Show your child an unpeeled orange.  Will it sink or float?  Ask 
them to make a prediction.  Add the orange to a container of water 
(it floats).  Ask them to predict what will happen if they peeled the 
orange and put the peeling and the unpeeled orange into the water 
(the peeling floats and the orange sinks).   
 
Provide your child with a design 
challenge using common household 
materials to create a floatation device for a 
plastic action figure.  The floatation 
device must keep the action figure 
floating face up—otherwise they will 
drown!  Have a competition to see who 
can use the smallest amount of material to 
keep the figure floating.   
 
Some possible materials that might be 
used in this challenge include zip lock 
baggies, packing peanuts, bubble wrap, 
foam containers, etc. 

Summer Math Ideas 
Help students maintain their math skills and keep them thinking in numbers all summer long.   
 

Shopping:  Give your child a challenge when shopping.  What can they buy for $5.00 at the 
grocery store?  The ice cream truck?  In a hardware store?  On vacation at the corner store?  
 
Change it up:  Start collecting change in a jar.  On the last day of summer, estimate your 
change, count it, and plan for a purchase for school supplies.   
 
Summer Patterns:  Create patterns using summer items (popsicle sticks, shells, flowers).  Or 
draw patterns in the sand.  See how long you can carry out your pattern—along the length of the sandbox, across the 
grass.  Keep an eye out for shapes, patterns, and designs when you are out and about.  You never 
know what you’ll find in the architecture at the airport, shopping mall, or even the grocery store.   
 
Record Breakers:  Use a stopwatch to time yourself running, roller blading, swimming, biking.  
Then try to beat your best time.  Be sure to keep the distance you’re moving the same for each trial.  
If you know how, graph the results.   
 
Where Will You Be?  Using a map, help to navigate if you are traveling.  Calculate where you 
will be if you travel 20, 50, 100, or 1000 miles from home?    

Get caught reading and writing. Let your child 
see you engaging in everyday literacy activities, like reading the newspaper or making a grocery list, and 
talk about what you do.   
 

Some writing ideas you might consider: 

 Take time to record daily events as a 
family in a summer journal, scrapbook, or 

blog 

 E-mail or letters to family and friends 

 Leave short notes on the refrigerator 

 Nighttime messages on a pillow 

 Letter expressing your thanks or pride in an 
accomplishment 

 Family or team poetry where everyone 
contributes a line 

 Find a pen pal and exchange letters 

Sneak Learning into Summer Fun 

    

Games 
Make a board 
and create the 

game cards 

Word Games 
Chain spelling 

Scrabble 
Boggle 

Making Lists 
Grocery 

Trip Packing 
Fun Events 

Letters 
Write a letter, 

an e-mail, 
create a family 
blog, find a pen 

pal  



www.starfall.com check out the last section, Beginning to Read

o Track lines of print left to right while matching word by word
o Locate letters, sounds, and words within the print.  

Many parents wonder how to make 
sure their child is really looking at the 
print and not just memorizing or 
guessing the text.  Children need to 
pay close attention to precisely match 
what they say with what is actually in 
the book.  See below for several ways 
to help your child gain confidence with 
this skill while reading with you.

For Tracking:
• PIGGY BACK FINGER  Let your child’s finger “ride” on yours as 

you point under the words and read together.  Afterwards, 
count the number of spaces between the words.  

• SPECIAL POINTER  Have your child track each word using 
objects such as decorated popsicle sticks, chopsticks, eraser 
end of pencil, etc. to point under each word as it is read.  If 
needed demonstrate how to point and ask, “Does that match 
with what you said?”

For Locating:
 
• PLAY I SPY  Either before or after reading.  Ask your child to find random 

known letters or words in the print.  Say , “I spy the letter m.  Can you 
find it?"  For fun, reverse roles, having your child ask you to locate what 
they see in print.

• PLAY FANTASTIC FRAMING  Have your child put their two index fingers 
on either side of the letters or words located.  For words, ask your child 
which letters are first and last in the word to increase precision.  

Reading
Together

http://www.starfall.com/�


  
 

Slider   
Pattern and Directions 

 

 
 
1. Use heavy card stock paper to cut pieces above. 

2. Glue the top and bottom edges of the two matching pieces together, leaving an 
opening on both sides. 

3. Slide long strip between the two cards to cover or open the hole as needed. 

(hole) 4”

6” 

2” 

1/2” 

glue 

glue 

leave 
open 

Cut 2 

Cut 1 

Fantastic Framing  Have the child put their two index fingers on either side of the 
letters or words located.  For words, ask the child which letters are first and last in 
the word to increase their precision.  Another method is to cut a small window in a 
3x5 card for framing, or use the pattern below to make a sliding frame.  
 



This week 
our focus is:

Patterns: http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/frames_asid_184_g_1_t_1.html
Primary Games: http://www.primarygames.com/patterns/start.htm

o Copy and extend a given pattern
o Create simple, repetitive patterns

There are patterns 
everywhere! Start looking for 
patterns and point them out 

to your child. Create a 
pattern with blocks, pegs or 
beads and ask your child to 

copy or continue the pattern. 
Give your child some crayons 
and paper and ask them to 

create three different 
patterns. Legos can make 

great patterns, too! 

t o t o t o

h h l l h h l

x J l x J l x

t t J t t J t

o o u o o u o

http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/frames_asid_184_g_1_t_1.html�
http://www.primarygames.com/patterns/start.htm�
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mrsnelsonsclass.com/photos/apples/applepatterns.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mrsnelsonsclass.com/teacherresources/thematicunits/apples.aspx&usg=__rGXDzpXjYQmqjR2jaoOvPhMK4XU=&h=267&w=400&sz=30&hl=en&start=13&sig2=RpDO8kWrHTxTxXGjnThnyQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=4IFZmbhhvxu_YM:&tbnh=83&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=unifix+cubes&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=C6DgS_76HqXCswO0yuC-BA�
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.suite101.com/776109_com_abstrip2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.suite101.com/view_image.cfm/776108&usg=__k5gw14vBdYxx7dOU4ZtgPC6QPM0=&h=512&w=640&sz=14&hl=en&start=23&sig2=gnk0uCmhjoioXbQdoP0ZZQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=mZ7Ekfi9-RhdqM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=a+b+pattern&start=18&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1&ei=rqLgS6GKCaj2tAPRjoXBBA�


Name _________________________________________________ 

 
Balloons 

 
There were 20 balloons at the party. The balloons were blue, yellow 
and red. Put them in a pattern. Explain your pattern. Use labels or 
words to show your thinking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name ____________________________________ 

Repeating Patterns 

These blocks go together in a certain way. 

 

 

 

Show the next four blocks. 

 

_________ __________ __________ __________ 

 

Explain the pattern. 

 

 

 



Name ____________________________________ 

 
Finish the pattern in each row. 

 

C  o C o C o C ____ ____ ____ 

 

X X T X X T X ____ ____ ____ 

 

 *  *  *  ____ ____ _____ 

 

+ + l l + + l ____ ____ ____ 

 

= o o o = o o ____ ____ ____ 



Name ____________________________________ 

 
Finish the pattern in each row. 

 

  x   x  ____ ____ ____ 

 

 ◊ ◊ ◊  ◊ ◊ ____ ____ ____ 

 

~ + o ~ + o ~ ____ ____ ____ 

 
Create your own pattern below: 

 

____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____   

 

Create another pattern that is different than the one above: 

 

____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ 
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